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The strength of cement and cement mortar depends greatly on the fineness of the cement. This is usually tested by passing it through a sieve of from 50 to 100 meshes per lineal inch, having from 2,500 to 10,000 meshes per square inch. The 100 mesh sieve is much to be preferred, and is usually specified in the case of Portland cement, since probably only the particles which would pass through such a sieve are really efficient or active in the process of hardening, the coarser parts being inert, or as so much sand.*
A cement mortar is a thorough mixture of sand with cement, first in a dry state, usually in the proportion of one of cement to two of sand by measure, with natural cements, and one of cement to three or four of sand when Portland cement is used. After these ingredients have been effectually mixed, sufficient water is added to reduce the composition to the desired consistency. It is important that the sand should be clean, or free from all earthy ingredients. It is common also to specify that it shall be sharp; that is to say, the grains should not be too much rounded. Ocean beach sand is apt to be very much worn, and not sharp in this sense. River or bank sand is usually preferred on this account.
In specifying the proportions of sand and cement to be used in making up a cement mortar, it is customary simply to name so many parts of sand to one part of cement, by measure. It would, as a rule, be inconvenient to determine this ratio by weight, but a determination by measure is subject to serious objections. For instance, a barrel or original package of cement, when dumped or turned out upon a mixing platform in a loose and fluffy condition will have nearly 50 per cent, more volume tliah it had in the original package. It is necessary, therefore, in order that the meaning of the specifications shall be clear, to indicate whether the proportions by volume shall be taken with the cement in the original package, or in a loose state, after having been emptied from such package. It is per-
*I.t is now known (1898) that only those particles of cement which are impalpable dust, and finer than can be tested by any sieve, are the active portions in the process of hardening. The grains of sensible size simply serve as so much sand.